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The ActorManager

A Revival of an Old Contro-
versy as to His
ing Mansfield and Soth
ern as Examples

London is again agitated over the
perennial question the value or
otherwise of the actormanager system
With so conspicuous an example as
Henry Irving on the affirmative side
of the proposition there yet remain
those who would contend that the

whore the is both actor
and manager are not always good

Doubtless some abuses of privileges
have ht times resulted in such cases
for with the best intentions in the
world the actor la after all first and
foremost the actor with the actors
liking for the center of the stage and

fat parts But to controvert this
influence he is apt to bo also the man
of artistic perceptions not wholly in
fluenced by commercial interests

In this country E H S6thorn la af-

fect an actormanager since his pro
ductions are practically of his own

Richard Mansfield come
to mind as conspicuous examples Their
influence certainly calls for no great
regret

In connection with this subject the
London Stage has this to shy

Actormanagers In common with
other persons are only human Xo
doubt they have their faults and they
themselves would bo the last to say
that in management they have a mo
nopoly of tub virtues But without any
question the best and most vital work
for the English stage has boon done by
the actor manager from Garrlcks
time to our own

Yet it is freely charged in this cor
respondence that they subordinate
every interest to their personal

Thoy are charged with not
allowing dramatists to write plays only
parts for them They are charged with
refusing to entertain plays unless tho
authors are supported by financial

or rich backers They are
charged with reducing the fomale cle-

ment in plays and bringing about a
complete dearth of loading actresses
They are by the Dally
Mail on Its authority with de-

grading the accessory members of their
companies They are charged with co-

ercing tho critics who in their whisp
ering humbleness have sot up the act
orormanager at the expense of the
drama and the stage at large

Controverted by Experience
We see that Boerbohm Treo has no-

ticed these charges indirectly by stating
that he will give 1000 to Guys Hos
pital It It can be proved that the ar
rangements at his theaters have ever
been dictated by monetary payments of
the kind suggested Among tho multi-
tude of managers there are some who
abuse their positions It is a platitude
a disagreeable there are
black sheep in every fold But it is
comically unjust to Indict the whole
system of actormanagement for indi
vidual vanity or

or there
Even if he were unfairly minded the

Bverage actormanager could not afford
as things aro to bring everything down
to a mere greedy consideration of his
own acting share Nobody knows better
than he that the onepart performance
has In ordinary circumstances not tho
remotest chance of gaining the support-
of playgoers Empty houses supply a
very rapid cure for this theory of tlm-

wholo duty of management An actor
manager likes naturally to play a big
part when he can got It Just as

artist rejoice In a subject that
can give rein to his ambitions But
drama is not suffering just now nor In
acting suffering in its ensemble bo
cause actormanagers insist on the one
part play and tho exaltation of it by
the critics And were that so woulil
there not be a speedy corrective in the
existence of the nonactor nMaagcra

Acting and Art
The same writer dlseuiwing the much

mooted question Is Acting an Art
says

Lovers of the obvious and the futile
seem to like the poor always with
us Various correspondents of the Daily
Mall have been oxorcUlng their eaully
deluded wits over the long disposed of
question whether acting Is an art and
if so hate place it occupies In th hier-
archy of the arts Of course If aottng
is not art It Is to say what it
is Wore acting mere projection of
crude nature on the stage all would have
it within their moans to be actors If
on the other hand acting were simply a
mechanical process Irving and Bern
hardts might be turned out as from an

box But in point of fact
noting Is that subtle reduction of gift to
skilled application which is art in the
truest sense

Tho root meaning of art Is to fit to
join and an art Is liberal or mechani-
cal to the extent to which it require or
does not require talent or genius Car-
pentry is largely a mechanical ant
sculpture or architecture a liberal or
fine ar

is strange that anyone of any or
education should lack the small

amount of perception that dues art in
those relations Almost HS mtrxng Is the
reluctance of fcomo minds while admit-
ting noting to he an art frankly to she
it a place in tho company of the

Creative Versus Interpretative Facul-

ties
It IB urged that acting is only an art

in a limited sons that it is not a cre-

ative art only at tho bt an interpre-
tative art

Metaphysicians aro dubious whether
any art is oroativo They do rot like
the word the artist does but work
un the old materials giving thorn tho
color and the impress whioh belong to
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his peculiar talent and skill That tho
actor adds something to a role beyond
the more Interpretation and bodying
forth of the dramatists ideas is shown
by the fact that no two octavo present a
particular character with identical ef-

fect If proof were need
loss to say it is not there Is an apt in-

stance in tho Paula Tanqueray of Mme
Jane Hading which has very little in
common with the original exposition of
the part by Mrs Patrick Campbell

Howover nil this wouldbe placing
and ticketing of the arts is a pettifog-
ging business Each art has its excelling
beauties Lower in one thing high
or in another

Mrs Wiggs on the Stage

Plans of the Liebler Company and Tri
als of the Owners

The following is provided The Times
by tho press agent for the Llebler Com-
pany

If the amazing demand in amateur
circles for stage presentation of some
kind almost any kind in fact of Mrs
yiggs of the Cabbago Patch and her
protege Lovoy Mary is to be regarded
as estimating the popularity of the pro
posed bona fide dramatization of Mrs
Annie Hegan Rices two delightful
stories then a brilliant future certainly
awaits Mrs Anne Crawford Flcxnere
work for It Is she the friend comrade
and followcitizen of the distinguished
authoress Mrs Annie Hegan Rice of
Louisville Ky to whom has been dele-
gated the task and her work so far as
completed gives promise of being wholly
delightful and thoroughly satisfactory-

No sooner was the announcement of
the proposed dramatization made public
than the office of Liebler Co who
had purchased of Mrs Rice the dramatic
rights of the was flooded
with personal applications and written
requests from the four points of the com
pass and from nearly every State In tho
Union for permission to given amateur
presentations of newlymade dramatiza-
tions of Mrs Wlggs dramatizations
without authority or excuse and assum-
ing all sorts of shapes

Some of these undertakings went no
further than to propose to give read
Ings from the books but from this
point the propositions expanded until
they embraced everything which In the
judgment of the amateur author was to
be looked for or expected in a complete
play They came from schools from
churches from societies from indi-
viduals and almost without oxcoptlon
they made their plea for swoet char
Itrs sake

Many Requests of Many Kinds
The form which some of these re-

quests assumed made them difficult to
refuse For Instance one from an In-

terior town In Pennsylvania began
Mrs Blank begs to draw Mr Tylers

attention to the Inclosed correspondence
and begs that he will grant the request
of the Matrons Auxiliary of the Blank
Hospital and thus insure another years
free bed for the towns suffering poor
and sick etc etc

This request came accompanied by a
letter from Mrs Rice to whom the ap
peal had first been made and who had
very properly referred the writer to
firm who had paid money for the rights
which others were so anxious to secure
without money and without price

Another came from St Joseph Mo
which performance as the writer ex-

plained in her letter was merely In
tonded a a parlor play to be by
amateurs for the benefit of one of our
churches The play had already been
in rehearsal for ten days as the writer
explained and there was an intima-
tion also that they proposed to continuo
them until they were compelled by law
to cease

Another selfconfessed transgressor
a minister living up in Nova Scotia

who explained we have a nice little
Sunday school house which we call the
Parish House and once or twice a year
some of our young people get up an
amateur entertainment I am fond of
that sort of thing frankly acknowl-
edged the liberalminded minister and
have arranged a stage and painted

myself for it I always try to get
thorn to have something good rather
than the trash which many desire and I
bellovo in educating and elevating peo
ples tastes and so holding I thought ot
dear old Mrs Wlggs and concluded I
could put It Into shape and make a vory
pretty effective and pleasing evenings
entertainment out of It

There is therefore nothing surprising
in the knowledge that tho good old
clergyman should wind up his epistle
with an ecstatic description of the

bit of stage carpentering he had
done and generously offering to give the
New York manager tho benefit of his

and Inventions Rather queer
binatlon that parson playwright and
player all in one

Another request comes from the
Young Peoples Christian Union of

Waltham Mass but this Is courteously
written and there Is plainly evident
due regard for the proprieties and the
law The Church Home League of
Buffalo has a band of young people
who give entertainments for the benefit
of the Church Home Orphanage and
here again the thoughtful mind natural
Iv turned to Mrs Wiggs and
Mary

All Were R fu ed
So it goes throughout a long list

which Llobler Co have now on file
and the movements of those connected
therewith tho way they are Just now
keeping under close surveillance Of
course tho request had to be denied In
all cases for this Is a sort of an in-

fringement that has to bo checked and
checked right in the start for other
wise is apt to have trouble on
hand sari that of a character which is
a tenacious and persistent as was Sin
gods Old Man of the Sea
i that Lleblor Co have Instructed
their attorneys Messrs Howe Hum
mel to tako summary nation whenever
and wherever it may be necessary to
maintain the rights they have purchased
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and these attorneys have already begun
work in accordance with their instruc-
tions

If this extraordinary and evidently
manifest public disposition toward Mrs
Wlggs and the Cabbage Patch and
Lovey Mary and Mis Hazy and Mr
Stubbins whom the gods destroy and

¬

When it is a question of only a few more
days and he finds some morning that not
a single man has turned up then it is
that his patience Is at an ond

As said boforo Mr Hammerstcin doss
not expoct the Drury Lane to be fin-

ished any early For oonI at date seven
¬

MABEL TALIAFERRO MRS MADGE CARR COOK WILL T HODGE

MEMBERS OF THE LIEBLER CAST FOR MRS WIGGS

II 1 I r

iIr
PegLeg Chris and the rest of Mrs
Rices famous characters is any indi-
cation of the popularity of the book and
the play then a lively season should
certainly await Mrs Wlggs

The play It Is said retains all the
atmosphere of the book and adds no

fresh interest Mrs Rice
contributing her own personal aid and
assistance to that end George C Tyler
has cast the olny with all the care dis-

cretion and judgment of which be is
capable and those who know Mr Tyler

understand his capacity will com
prehend that that moans a groat deal

A Notable Company
For Mrs Wlgg he has engaged Mrs

Madge Carr Cook whose recent crea
tions with the Amelia BIngham produc
tions have attracted so much attention
She should be and doubtless will be the
Ideal Mrs Wlgga

Mabel Tallaforro will impersonate
Lovey Mary another characterization
that will commend itself by the mere
suggestion It IB doubtful whether a
better selection could be made for the
part Certainly those who are familiar
with the character as Mrs Rice has
portrayed hor and as Mrs Floxner un-

der Mrs Rices guidance has presented
her will entertain no doubt whatever of
this fact

Can the reader recall the Freeman
Whltmarsh the painter of the original

Sag Harbor man who
made the great lilt of th6 play by
general confession The original Free-
man Whltmarsh was Will T Hodge and
he it is who has been assigned to the

bins the wouldbe husband of Mis Hazy
and the individual whom the gods
would destroy If Will Hodge doesnt
eat up the role we shall be amazed
Hodge has grown since Mr Hernc

first picked him out for the village
painter in Sag Harbor and he com
mands a salary now that Is a long way
in advance of his youthful hopes and
ambitions

Helen Lowell the original Polly Love
in The Christian and ono of the best
women in her peculiar line of work on
the New York stage will play Mis
Hazy Taylor Gran vl lie who made such-
a hit in The Royal Box and more re
cently as the jockoy in The Suburban
will play the peglegged boy Chris
Hazy who is handy on his feet

On those lines the entire cast will be
made up

The bookings Cos office
show that the play will have Its presen-
tation at Mncauloys Theater Louisville

home of Mrs Wlggs and tho
Cabbage Monday October S

where the engagement is for a week and
will go from there direct to the Olympic
Theater St Louis The larger cities of
the West will be visited during the six

prior to January 1 when it will
go Into Chicago to test its fortunes be
fore a metropolitan audience in one of
the leading theaters of the Windy City
It will then wend Its way eastward
playing only the larger cities and seek
New York time during tho early spring
months

Two Trying Moments

Edward Harrigan and Henry Miller
Both Suffered Chills

The most trying moment in Edward
Harrigans career occurred In New Or-

leans soon after the war according
to a writer in Everybodys Magazine
He had gone South with his company
and yielding somewhat anxiously to
popular request put on The Blue and
the Gray The play had been a sure
up North but down South with the air
still full of the bltterposs of the war it
was a dangerous experiment Tony Hart
was to represent the Confederate gray
so he hunted up a uniform of the Louis-
iana Tigers and when he came march
Ing on young stalwart handsome the
typical soldier boy In the beloved uni
form the houso men and women
cheered and shouted and cried for all
thoir heroes embodied in this boy

Harrigan standing In tho wings in
his Northern blue waiting to go on had
Just one Theyll kill me
Then he stepped out tho embodiment of
tho enemy and a cold dead silence fell
upon the house Not a hand moved for
him Tho aydlonco was tense with emo-

tion and there was only an instant-
to act if the play was to bo saved
Harrigan big kindly goodlooking
came swiftly down to the front and
stopped over the footlight gutter lean
Ing down to them For the lovo of
God wont you give tho Yankee a
hand he exclaimed At once the houso
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was caught and all the pentup feeling
turned tho right way There was a
yell of applause

The most trying moment In Henry
Millers professional life happened out
In a Western town where he hail Just
opened In The Squire When the cur
tain fell on the first act there was a
tremendous burst of applause from tho
house The enthusiasm was unexpected
so early in the evening but tho
clapping and shouting continued the
company was lined up in a gratified row
and the curtain was raised

And thou It was seen that tho house
was not looking at tho stage at all but
at a young couple who had Just appeared
In one of the boxes and who also were
responding with smiles and bows to the
ovation It a sickly moment
There wa nothing to do but stand there-
In a foolish row till at last the cur
tain came down again and It seemed an
eternity young couple it proved
had boon married that day in the win-
dow of a local dry goods store receiv-
ing in return various gifts
and a box the theater and the house
was offering Its congratulations

Strikers Confuse Plans

Mansfield Sothern and Other Stars
Now Up in the Air

New York dispatches Indicate that al
though it is difficult to got anybody con-

nected with ono of the theators now in
process of construction to admit that the
building will not be completed in ample
time to open the advertised date it
is nevertheless true there Is great

among managers on of
the strike of the building trades If the
new theaters fall of the
plans of several distinguished actors and
actro sos among them Richard

E H Sothern and Ethel Barry
more will be seriously disarranged

Osjcar Hammerstein who is In a posi
tion to know of most matters theatrical
and Alt layman Charles Frohmahs
general manager give It as their opin
ion that judging from the present

none of the playhouse will open
on the date promised on the flrlngbill
boards throughout the city

Mr Hammerstein when asked about
his own theater the Drury Lane and
about his opinion in regard to the prob
able opening of the others said

Though I cant speak from authority
about any house but my own I am de-
cidedly of the opinion that none of the
new Is likely to open until the
first of January Work Is apt to be stop
ped at any time and when It will be re-
sumed Is a matter over which the owners
of tho now theaters have about as raucli
control as helpless children As far as
the Drury Lane is concerned it will not
be open until January 1 at the earliest
and perhaps not until late in the
spring
May Delay Mansfield

Richard Mansfield is billed to open in
tho Lyric Theater early In October and
he contract date for the completion of

the building is a month or two earlier
The representative of the Shuberts is
confident apparently that there will bo
no delay in the opening The contractor
himself however while sure of finishing
If ho can get labor Is visibly afraid of
the fluctuations In the supply of work-
men One day during the week ho was
standing In front of tho theater in For
tythird Street looking intently at the
workmen Asked about the probability
of completing tho work on time he said

You cant tell about the workmen
that will turn up If the stripe is settled
permanently and all the men como back
tho tiicutcr will bo finished a long way
ahead of time But it is all so uncertain
that It is Impossible to count on any-

thing The whole thing depends on tho
strike situation

Tho part of the Lyric fronting on
Street will certainly bo fin1

shod in a short time for there is very
little more to be sane there This sec-
tion going up several stories above the
theater proper is to be used for all the
offices of the Shuberts and they expect
to In within a month The theater
proper fronts on Fortythird Street and
It Is there that the crowds of Mansfield
worshipers will pour In if tho building
IB finished The street wall above the
largo entrance already has the glossy
look of completion but as Mr Hammer
stoln says about theaters In general the
outside of a theater Is not the whole
tiring The Inside of this building
however is well on the way for the bal-
cony oven Including the seats Is practi-
cally complete Tho very nonrnoss to the
end In Itself Is what exasperates tin
contractor of any of tbo new theaters
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secutlvo weeks not very long ago work
was at a standstill on account of the
ironworkers strike Mr Hammerstoln
says he found it was of no use to worry
to got a theater building when the build
ors wont build is a task too great for
even a twentieth century theater mana

gerIn
Daniel Frohmans new building tho

Lyceum In West Fortyfifth Street
EII Sothern Is slated to open September
21 in Justin H McCarthys play The
Proud Prince This theater has been
fortunate In the steadiness of work and
has progressed almost without inter-
ruption since its start Except the New
Amsterdam In West Fortysecond Street
it Is the only one that has escaped the
results of the strike The tall white
cqlumns over the entrance are all fin-

ished and work on Ute inside is going
on rapidly

The recent labor disputes have affect-
ed none of the new playhouses more
strongly than the Hudson of which
Hoary B Harris is manager and the
delay in this case has been peculiarly
exasperating because so vory little work
is needed entirely to finish the struc-
ture A day or two ago in speaking of
tho troubles and delays resulting from
the failure of capital and labor to agree
Mr Harrris said in regard to the open-
ing of tho Hudson in the fall

We wore almost at the point whsre
we would bo independent of tho work
men who are being called out every few
days when 107 plasterers quit and left
us helpless Two more weeks morn or
leas arid the building Itself would have
been done and the drapers and Interior
decorators who are not among the strik-
ing forces could have gone in and com-
pleted everything

Two Large Theaters
The Hudson as long as the work kept

up remained some way ahead of the
other theaters All the draperies fur-
nishings stage fixtures and countless
other interior necessaries and orna-
ments wdro prepared while the building
was going on and are ready to be mofod-
in as soon as the plastering is done
Ethel Barrymore is scheduled to open at
the Hudson late n September Unless
the house is ready Mr Harris says
some other place will probably have to
be found for her

Everything points to the prompt com
pletion of the enormous New Amster-
dam Theater now being constructod by
the Fuller Company for Klaw Er
hanger on the block bounded by Forty
second and Fortythird Streets Seventh
and Eighth Avenues Owing to the
agreement made between the Fuller
company and the building trades tho
hammers and drills have not been idlo
an Instant Tho New Amsterdam is to
be one of the largest theaters In too
world one of the Items entered on the
purchase side of the account is 2000
tons of stol with everything else In
proportion

One of the most interesting phases
the situation to theatrical folk is the
probability of stars such as Mattsfiold
and Miss Barrymore being without a
stage when the time for their appear
aneo rolls around Of course such a
thing may never happen since in the
case of the house being unfinished the
managers will not leave any steps un
taken to secure places for very promi

The general situation to say the least
Is ono of extreme uneasiness for the
managers They recognize their

where the inclination of the
workmen and tho rower of the walking
delegates are concerned All they can
do Is to wait

Her First OpenAir Theater

Englands Genius Slow to Awaken
Now Builds on Large Scale

Tho first openair theater In tho
United Kingdom just been opened-
at Port Sunlight In Lancashire by the
mayor of Bolton Tho permanent part
of the building contains a stage fifty
feet wide by thirtyfive feot deep with
dressing rooms and greenrooms on ono
sldo and rooms for a band stores car-
penters sad for the painting and stor-
ing of scenery on the other Large
doors for the admission of scenery oc-

cupy the back of the stage which is
framed toward the front by a fine
proscenium arch of terra cotta
twentyfour feet wldo and twenty feet
high fitted with a revolving steel cur-
tain In front of this Is tlm orchestra
inolosura

The building Is constructed of Ruabon

j

o

neat fIre s

has

red brIcks and Is In the rissole style

help-

lessness

t

t

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

with proscenium cornices columns
arches niches and other designs of
salmon colored terra cotta richly
unaided and modeled Tho space in
closed in the great pediment is toiled
with a handsome baarollof In terra
cotta the subject being tho Aurora
and the design an adaptlon of Guido
Rents fresco in Rome The auditorium
is 158 feet 6 inches long by 95 foot
wide and is formed of concrete with-
a largo center area rising gradually-
to the back and with stepped galleries
all around the end being octagonal

This vast area will be covered with
benches which will seat nearly 3000
people The audience will be sheltered
from the weather and sun by a steol
framed roof carried upon iron columns
over which will bo stretched strong
waterproof canvas the sides being
closed in with the same material

A Ia Quaint Japan-

R L Beechers Ballad of Western
Thought and pastern Speech

Some of Robert Livingston Bcechers
lyrics written for the new Japanese
opera Otoyo now being sung on the
Madison Square Garden roof are quaint
and amusing This Is taken from the
finale of the first act tMen
Ten Yen must die

Girls
lie must die suicide
What a fall for his prides
Suicide

Ten Yen
We pity and new flutter
Out of the light and into darkness utter
Something were got to anti we taunt do it

urc going for away
from here

Journeys must sad and theres but cue end te it
Youre going awar
But where Oft where

UrdU to
Hes a corpee well aft admire

lies fat enough for frying
Wont squirm Ks Is an UM fire

Rail hail to the departed
When bes in a warmer

Well all be broken hearted
lIes a brick but Sraproof fcc is

Ten Yen
You touch me friends with ydur applause

And sorrow at mf removal
Ive a habit of returning home quite late

Are you ont
I am often k pt by pressing cures ot stoic

Are you ont

Ire a wife who drives me crazy
A a morning treat eheg
And on one point lrm quite

IB she en

atotorotea yes meet both short awl tall
Are you oat

Who can never seem to notice you at all
Are you en

the steps seem greased with butter
And you Sounder in the gutter
The oomtectara sure to mutter

Arc you ear
Theres a lot of jealous iotlc upon the stage

Are you on
Cant you hear Uses in the wings there fume

and
Are TOM on

Theyre all saying Aint he horrid
That high voice and that few foreheadl
Dent he took like something torrid

Are you en

They run off I run en I Then you knewrftherca
some one enl

Out these lobsters de know when they
meet a paragon

Theyre all but ne
Here Im stealing all their thunder
They all rap me
Cause you clap me

Are yoa

I always knew I and
lied met with your

Brace up old sport and die load
We all must kick the bucket

The man whose science mode tints wrook
Rats wireless macaroni

If I had that wireless neolr
Thered be no more Marsenf

0 lather wine what can I do to free ju from
this peril

Ten Yen
Oh dont be alarmed over that rafIve as many rhros as a cat Mr dear

the Mikado and kick very
Before Im thoroughly dead

I can bribe without giving ffenec mjr dear
Per I hero a few dollars and cents mf dear
And no matter whats said Im officially dead
Tow Im semioBeially

This topical song appears in tho sec-
ond set
Im a sport aad with all games of chance Im

there
Are you on

All games of course you know are efeielly
fair

Are you on
With the shells roulette and poker
Im a jolly Joker
1 can skis a Wan Street broker

Areyou oa

you on Are you on-
To my little game ef eon
I am out for all the dough
That I eon get my upon
Im as honest they om
But my sleerea I never cm
Extra sees show no

Are you on

Hope and His Heroines

Grace Kimball Depicts Him as a Pro
nounced Enthusiast

Apropos of the last Wednes-
day of Anthony Hope an interesting

of the authors ideals in the way
of a stage heroine is supplied by Mist
Grace Kimball who was the original
Princess Flavia in this country in tho
production of The Prisoner of Zenda
by Mr Sothorn

Miss Kimball by the way had
completed arrangements to ap-

pear as another Hope heroine this com
inp season In a dramatization of The
Indiscretion of the Duchess but owing-
to Mr Hopes disinclination to permit
the dramatist to transform the duchess
from a married woman Into a youthful
heroine Miss Kimball abandoned the
project and will bo seen as some other
kind of a heroine possibly on Broad
way

When we were rehearsing The Pus
oner of Zenda said Miss Kimball last
week Mr Hope took an awful lot of
time and labor to Impress upon mo the
absolute nobility of the Princess Flash
her stately manner hor royal carriage
and above all tho dignity of her lovo for
Rudolph Rassendyl

I wish that I could romembor now all
the enthusiastic eulogies ho pronounced
over Flavia who at that time was hi
best loved heroine I remember that he
preferred to have her move as littlo a
possible upon the stage because he bo
Moved that movement detracted soma
what from her imperious and command
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tag manner Evon in the love scene
with Mr Sothern he didnt wish Flnvla
to look straight into the eyes of Ru-
dolph

I wonder if ho has ohaflgod his mind
sinoo then now that he has a real
Flavia to make lovo to himself Wh n
I recall his numerous directions and
ideas concerning his Ideal stage heroin
I find myself wondering if ho realized
thorn all in the nervous Mrs Hawkins

Dramatizing Dickens

Charles Hawtreys Suggestion Has
Found Support

The works of Charles Dickons are evi-
dently in high favor at present with the
adapter At tho Grand Islington sev
eral examples of plays founded on tho
groat English novelists stories have
lately been seen And now
phi In London is about to be pressed
Into the same service

Some months ngo it was mentioned
that a Charles DlckonsSyndIcate was
in process of formation To that

shape has at length been given Its
organizers are mainly actors and at tho
head of the little band stand Charles
Cartwright Harry Nichols frank
Cooper and T Gideon Warren

With William Greet they have con
cluded arrangements to start proceed-
ings at the Adolph on August bank
holiday their first essay being a stage
version of Mr Warren and Ben

of David Copperflold In that
Mr Cartwright will appear as Danl

jPeggotty Mr Nichols as Mlcawber Mr
Cooper as Ham and Miss Leasing who
for tho nonce deserts musical comedy
for drama as Little Emly

are also on foot to secure Robert
Patoman for the role of Uriah Heop

It will be like old times come again to
Mr and Mr Nichols on

the boards of tho Adelphi where If
tradition counts for anything they are
sure of a hearty welcome Adaptations
of three other novels by Diokcna are
also in readiness

Whoa Charles Hawtry was last In
America ho suggested what a mine of
unworked material there was in Dickens
It looks as if others think so too Most
of the old adaptations of Dickens will
not pass muster with modern audiences
but there no reason to doubt that
with proper handling good results may
follow

Irving and Sardous Dante

Doubt as to Dramatic Force of the
Presentation-

It does not tax tho imagination greatly-
to conjure up a vision of Victorlen Sar
dou at Marly summoning to him the de
voted Moreau and saying Voyons
mon char Henri Irving the English
man you man who bought
my how glad I am
Paris has not yet seen It wishes a new
play a long one In It he have a
part that will exhibit him at all points
he must be Mathlas and Benedick Hara
let and Macbeth a Becket and Don
Quixote Mephistopheles and and
Robesplorre Every trick of feature
gesture intonation must we put Into
this new play which will sum up as In
a magic mirror the complete profes-
sional career of Henri He is no longer
young no longer spry and he would
make money enfin mon char Moreau
what have we In our desk

Then the faithful collaborator
searches Sardou has been a busy man
much may be expected in the way of
sketches fragments hints suggestions
memoranda Perhaps a play on the
theme of Cromwell bah that egotistic
Victor Hugo did something of the kind
didnt he Anyhow an ecclesiastic is
wanted Would Luther No Sir
Henri is not stout enough Pascal
Chaucer Richard Mansfield George
Washington the Delaware episode
would be immense Buddha Mahomet
Boulanger Bismarck even Disraeli or
say Swift Dante cries Moreau trium
phantly The profile tho fatal profile
Here is a pattern that will fit Irving
like paper on the theater avail So the
fires are lighted the machinery whizzes
and in due course of time Sir Henri
gets his play an extraordinary concoc-
tion ranging In form from the Eddas to
a Christmas pantomime Dante might
be called a bad historical melodrama
though It Is much more than that

Warranted to Suit
Knowing his public also knowing

that Paris would flout and scout such an
amorphous undramatic moss Sardou
Issued a pronunciamento that his was
not the historical Dante nor yet a the
atrical Dante but the moral Dante

As a press agents catch word the
moral Dante is good very good Tho
phrase baited for the English market
has been eagerly swallowed Drury
Lane Is nightly thronged Special mati
ness are given and country curates in
company with maiden aunts may be
seen at every performance The play
is a pulpit theme Articles appear In
reviews and Constant Reader writes
to editors on debatable points

No wonder Never on sea and land
lion such a muddled story been enacted
before the footlights It has good points
however You can go In early go In
late leave at the beginning of an art or
vanish at the end and you will know
as much as the man who glues himself
in his stall tour weary hours

There is food ia Sardous Dante for
every manner of mental appetite except
for the unfortunate who hankers after
logic relevancy proportion awl charac-

terization There are tableaux for the
feebleminded who like the poor are
with us always in the theater there era
vague passages executed In semidark-
ness vague phrases murmured and
mumbled for Sir Henry Is on tho staga
nearly nil the time near stained glass
windows with swords and muffled oaths
lull firs and hate lurking In the gloom
for tho mystically disposed there aro
pictures and poses Tory ef-

fective in which the great Florentine
exile gazes simply at his or
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